
 

 

DECEM BER 3,  2020  
 

We are Pleasant View 

    From My Perspective  
 

 
Since receiving my shiny, new hip a couple of weeks ago, I have had to learn several new behaviors. For in-
stance, I have always put my left leg in my pants first.  With a surgically repaired right hip, I now have to put 
my right leg in first if I stand any chance of getting my pants on. Also, I always sleep with my legs crossed. 
After hip surgery, that was a no-no. And then, I always walked really fast from Point A to Point B.  Now, I 
enjoy a more leisurely stroll.  And going up and down the stairs at home? Those trips now have to be 
planned, and have to be ranked in order of importance. By the time I have recovered from hip surgery, I will 
have learned a whole lot of new behaviors, some of which will stay with me, and some of which I will gladly 
discard in the future. 
 
Then, there’s this thing called “COVID-19” which is requiring all kinds of behavior changes at the church.  
You’re probably tired of hearing me lament not being able to do things the way we have always done them, 
but I do miss a great deal of things from our pre-COVID days. Yet, I’m glad we live in a time when science 
teaches us the best ways to protect ourselves from this virus. With numbers climbing ever higher, we have to 
heed the experts and use our brains to keep ourselves as safe as possible. 
 
So, here’s some new behaviors we’re going to need to learn, and some new ways we’re going to use to wor-
ship and celebrate together. 
 With colder weather having set in, we are moving our outdoor worship indoors.  All the precautions we 

take for indoor worship remain in effect. We will continue sanitizing between services. We also an-
nounce this one important change to our Sunday morning routine: Both the 8:30 service and the 11 AM 
Traditional service will be broadcast live in our parking lot. That means you can, in the safety of your 
own car, experience our worship service that is occurring indoors.  This gives folks who are in high-risk 
categories the opportunity to “Be” at church, and to hear the service, without being in a group of people. 
We encourage you to pull into the parking lot, anywhere on the church grounds, and tune your car radio 
to 105.1 FM. 

 We will continue broadcasting both our Horizons worship and our Traditional worship services online.  
Horizons broadcasts on Facebook Live at 11 AM.  The Traditional service will be broadcast on YouTube 
and through our church website, beginning at approximately 10:30 AM.   

 One of our most well-attended services of the year is the Christmas Eve service.  We come for Commun-
ion, and we come for the candle light.  This year, we will offer two services in our parking lot, one at 6 
PM and one at 8 PM.  Communion will be celebrated in your cars, while the service will be broadcast on 
our radio frequency. Horizons will also offer their Christmas Eve service at 11:30 PM.  We invite you to 
join us for one of these special services.  

 
So, we learn new behaviors. Behaviors that keep us safe, but also behaviors that allow us to keep the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ at the center of all that we do.  See you soon.  What we do here matters. 
 
Dale 



 

 

From the Second Chair 
 
A friend recently asked me, “What’s the difference between a thermometer and a thermo-

stat?”  Since this friend has been known to throw me a curve ball or two in the past, I immedi-

ately asked, “Is this a trick question? Isn’t a thermometer the handheld device they check your 

temperature with every time you turn around these days?  And isn’t a thermostat the thingy that 

hangs on the wall that lets you adjust room temperature up and down?”  Well, of course my 

friend did the eyeroll thing and went on to explain: 

The purpose of a thermometer is to let you know what the temperature is for any specific reason 

– the air temperature inside a building or room; the body temperature of an individual being 

screened for a specific purpose; or the temperature of food being cooked or baked.  The purpose 

of a thermometer is to let us know when something is good and okay, or when something is 

wrong and needs attention. 

A thermostat, on the other hand, notices and registers the temperature and does something about 

it.  If it is too cold in a room, it turns on the heat without any signal of what it is doing.  It 

doesn’t say, “Hey!! I am turning on the heat; or it’s too hot in here, so I’m cooling it off.”  It 

does this without calling any attention to itself.  It sees something that needs attention and just 

takes care of it.  

You know, when you think about it, this kind of describes many people in the church.  There are 

those “thermometers” who notice when something is wrong and complain about it, or they tell 

somebody else that there’s a problem which needs to be solved or a situation that needs to be 

corrected.  On the other hand, thankfully, there are those “thermostats” who see an issue or a 

problem that needs attention and without complaining or passing the buck simply take care of it.  

The church needs more thermostats and fewer thermometers!  Are these not the unheralded 

heroes among us - those who go about doing good without calling any attention to themselves 

or to the work they do among us? 

After all, is this not what discipleship is all about?  In this crazy upside-down world we find 

ourselves in, here at the end of the year 2020, it is encouraging and hopeful to see people “Get 

busy for God” by using the gifts He has given to each one of us.  He has indeed made it possible 

for the Church to be the true change agent in this dark time.  The only thing is, He has not made 

it mandatory.  He has not, and He will not, force a single one of us to recognize our individual 

gifts and put them to use for the good of all.  He’s not going to force us to step forth and pick up 

the slack or take on the responsibility when there is a need among us, but I can assure you that 

He can make us mighty uncomfortable when we recognize that the Youth leader needs more 

volunteers or the Children’s Ministry leader needs more Sunday School or Church School work-

ers.  Or even that the Saturday morning New Hope Outreach ministry needs more cooks or de-

livery drivers.  As I said, He won’t force us to recognize a need and respond to it, but I can as-

sure you that when we stand before Him on that final day to give an accounting for our lives,  

we sure will wish we had!!  So, how is it with each one of us?  Are we thermometers, or are we 

thermostats? 

Barbara 
 

                                                        



 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6 and 8 pm 
 
We will offer two services in our parking lot, one at 6 PM and one at 8 PM.  Com-
munion will be celebrated in your cars, while the service will be broadcast on our 
radio frequency 105.1 FM.  

Horizons is planning a Christmas Eve 
Fireside Worship Service at 11:30pm on 
Dec. 24.   
 
We will gather outside near the picnic 
shelter around a fire pit (bring your jacket, 
gloves, snuggie and a chair.)   
 
We will spend some time singing Christ-
mas carols together (socially distanced), 
reading some scripture, and welcoming 
the midnight hour with candles to cele-
brate the birth of Jesus.    
 
If we are lucky, we might even have some 
snowfall to add to the beautiful night 
sky.  I hope we can make a pretty big 
birthday candle light for HIM.  
 
To quote Pastor Stan, “Its all about divine 
perspective this year”.   
 



 

  

PRESCHOOL NEWS 



 

  

Tree of Blessings 

 
Advent is here at Pleasant View.  We are asking all of you 
to participate in the “Tree of Blessings.” 
 
On the next page are ornaments ready to decorate and on 
the back write your name along with  your blessing from 
2020.  This project is for all ages and for Traditional Wor-
ship, Horizons Worship and online Worship.  
  
When you are done with it, please bring it back to PV so 
you can place it on the tree or mail it back to us and we 
will put yours on the tree.  There is a Christmas tree in the 
Narthex by the Chapel to adorn with our Blessing Orna-
ments.  FYI: cut your ornament out before writing on it so 
you don’t lose what you have written. 
 
This has been a very different year so we have thought of a 
different way to show our Lord how He has still blessed 
us. 

 
 
 
 
December Needs for the Food Pantry 
 
Soup ( 10 3/4 oz. cans) 
Crackers (16 oz. box)  

 
 

 
December Music Notes 
 
As we are approaching the Christmas 
season, we invite anyone that would 
like to share their musical talents with 
the congregation to contact Matt Fred-
erick at mfrederick@ehc.edu.  We welcome both in person and video 

taped submissions and can record at the church prior to the services. 



 

 



 

 

DECEMBER GREETINGS FROM UNITED METHODIST WOMEN! 
 
 

As I write my final Newsletter item as President of our United Methodist Women, 
it is snowing outside and predictions are for a bit of an accumulation.  Our final 
meeting for 2020 is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8, and this should be my 
opportunity to remind everyone that we would like to see you in room #303 at 
6:30 pm.   But let me tell you what we have in mind for our meeting. 
 
     Our District Project for this year has been the Children’s Advocacy Center of 
Highlands Community Services.  This organization looks after the needs of chil-
dren who are abused both emotionally and physically, and are at the forefront in 
trying to pick up the pieces in what is often a life in crisis.  As United Methodist 
Women, our program for December is A Penny & and Prayer.  Just as we did for 
2019, the money we collect will go to the District Project.  Ladies, what a worth-
while cause for our pennies!   
 
     I wish we had been able to meet each and every month of 2020, but this vi-
rus has prevented that.  We were still able to continue with many of our mission 
projects and we need to feel satisfied with that fact.  However, an additional fact 
is this virus prevented us from doing more.  There is no denying that we strug-
gled with our momentum, and we are ending our year with much to do for 2021.  
The good news is WE CAN DO IT!   
 
     We are keeping the faith, in the truest sense of the word.  We will have the 
Tea Social for the women of the church sometime in the coming year.  We will 
still be able to get back to enjoying an autumn day at Elk Garden and sharing a 
meal for their volunteers and employees.  And although we may not get to have 
our Sweet Treats fundraiser in February of 2021, we will most assuredly have 
one in February of 2022!!!  We are not finished with our work, we are just ad-
justing our time schedules!  And let’s not forget the wonderful cook book we put 
together this year!  If you have not preordered a book, you are still able to buy 
one.  Just let Kathy Trask know, and she will see you get a copy.  They are well-
worth the $20. 
 
     I would like to take this opportunity to let all of you know how much I have 
enjoyed my role as president.  I would like our entire congregation, not just the 
attending members of our unit, to know  that your UMW represents Pleasant 
View in a way in which you can be proud.  A New Year is ahead, and our work 
will continue.  Please know that it takes the entire 
church to help us succeed in our missions, and we 
thank all of you for the support you have shown to 
us.  
 
     Ladies, if you’ve ever thought about joining us on 
the first Tuesday night of each month, do it in 2021!  
I promise you it can be one of the most satisfying 
ways of showing Christ’s love to others.  It’s difficult 
to accomplish things by yourself, but what we can do 
as a group is unstoppable!  
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Jeannene Thompson 
 
 



 

 

Family Advent Reading Calendar from Children’s Ministry 


