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From My Perspective 

 
 
Can we talk? I know that as a group, we’re tired of hearing the word “disaffiliation.” I 
know that many of you wish you had never heard that word. I know that many others     
believe that it’s a word that we’ve had to learn because things are changing around us, 
causing us to fashion an appropriate response. 
 
Over the past few weeks, I have been the sounding board for many of you as we have 
worked our way through this process. I am honored that you have trusted me with your 
thoughts, and I hope that I have kept specifics of our conversations confidential. That has 
certainly been my intent. 
 
Obviously, at our first congregational meeting, my job was to place before you the     
thinking of the Administrative Council, and to share with you the information they had as 
they moved us into this process. I was tasked with presenting their case. My goal was to be 
as factual as possible. I pray that we placed good information before you. At the last two 
congregational meetings, my role was to make certain that both sides of the issue were   
debated fairly. Again, my hope is that we all walked away understanding that we were not 
of one mind on this issue, but that we had an honest, open, and respectful debate            
surrounding the issue. 
 
Now, decision time has come. Next Sunday, we will vote. My hope is that we will come 
together, conduct our business, and move forward, regardless of the outcome. This is a 
highly-charged issue. There’s no mistaking that. Yet, I hope that we don’t forget that the 
same mission which has driven Pleasant View for over sixty years will continue to drive 
us. We are here to make disciples of Jesus Christ, for the transformation of the world. 
 
Please pray for your church. Please pray for each other. Please pray for your church staff. 
Whatever the vote on February 12, I intend to be here on February 19, doing what I have 
always done. I hope you will join me in that commitment. 
 
See you Sunday. What we do here matters. 
Dale 
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Preschool News 

Open enrollment has begun for the 2023-2024 Preschool school year. 

We are happy to offer part-time kindergarten readiness skills, social 

interaction, weekly HATCH computer time, developing fine motor 

skills, and so much more for ages 3-5 MWF from 9:30-12:00. For 

children attending multiple years, our curriculum is altered to meet 

their needs and does not repeat year after year. You can find further 

information on our brochures placed throughout the church or via the 

church website www.pleasantviewumn-abingdon.com/pre-

school.html  

 

From the Second Chair  

 
As I write this, we are heading south out of Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee    
toward the Dead Sea where we’ll sleep tonight 1,400 feet below Sea Level, 
the lowest place on earth - the sea itself being 1,000 feet deep.  Yesterday we 
took a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.  It was a rainy day with a cold wind 
blowing and very choppy waters. 
 
The ride reminded me of Mark’s story about the wind running out of 
breath.  (Mark 4:35-40) “Late that day he said to them, ‘Let’s go across to the 
other side.’ A huge storm came up. Waves poured into the boat, threatening to 
sink it. And Jesus was in the stern, head on a pillow, sleeping! They roused 
him, saying, “Teacher, is it nothing to you that we’re going down?” Awake 
now, he told the wind to pipe down and said to the sea, “Quiet! Settle down!” 
The wind ran out of breath; the sea became as smooth as glass.” 
 
Our boat was much larger than the one Jesus and the 12 were in, but the ride 
was every bit as rough.  At one point I stood on the deck and yelled out, “Be 
quiet!!  Be quiet!!” but nothing happened.  The wind continued to blow, and 
the boat still rocked side to side.  The forces of nature, as well as those of evil, 
respond only to the voice of the One in authority - Jesus the Christ, Lord of 
heaven and earth and all that is within them.  That, my friends, includes you 
and me.  I don’t know about you, but it gives me much peace to know He  
controls the storms in my life. 
Blessings,  
Barbara 
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Preschool 


