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From My Perspective 

It was nearly 39 years ago, when the phone rang at my married college student apartment. The voice on the 
other end? My Dad.  “It sure is quiet here, son. I just wanted to hear your voice.” 
 
I had recently gotten married, and Angela and I had made our first home together.  I was the second, and 
last, Gilbert kid to leave the nest.  My older brother had moved out first. My parents were left to deal with 
Empty Nest Syndrome.  And my Dad thought it was just waaaay too quiet. 
 
Part of the lack of noise at my parents’ home was the fact that I wasn’t around anymore.  I was always 
making noise.  As a young man, if I wasn’t talking, I was singing, and if I wasn’t singing, I was creating 
percussive noises on the furniture as I drummed my fingers.  Yeah, things got quiet when I left home. 
 
I’m beginning to understand what Dad was feeling all those years ago.  It’s just too doggone quiet around 
here. Waaaay too quiet.  “Here” is my office at the church.  Usually, the place is buzzing with activity.  
Now, with cancelled events, and modified schedules, the church office area suddenly seems like it is so 
lonely and empty.  I miss all those glorious distractions.  I miss speaking with you and catching up on what 
is going on.   
 
Then, I step into the Sanctuary, and I really get lonely.  Yes, I still preach in the Sanctuary, but it’s just not 
the same.  I miss those who nod their heads in agreement, those who dare to say “Amen,” and those who 
look like they’re helping me form every word. And I miss singing. I really miss singing.  In case you’ve 
not noticed, I sing really loudly.  But it’s not nearly as much fun to sing really loudly by myself. 
 
Can you tell that I miss you?  We’re all missing something, or someone, or both.  Yet in the midst of it, a 
loving God moves with us through the day. Fresh winds of the Spirit continue to blow through our lives 
and energize us, in spite of circumstances.  The Risen Christ surprises us as He shows up in unexpected 
places. 
 
I’m ready for a louder church, and that will happen soon.  In the meantime, I’ll be patient.  One day, we’ll 
speak of the pandemic in the past tense.  Until then, just know that the church is not a building.  It’s us. To-
gether.  I’m holding hope that we’ll be together soon.  It’s awfully quiet around here. 
 
See you soon. What we do here matters. 
 
Dale 



From the Second Chair 
The generation I was born into is known as The Silent Generation.   Ravaged by a time of 

global-scale war and economic turmoil, the silent generation shows greater appreciation 

for family, the smaller things in life and gratitude.  The most significant silent generation 

facts include families being raised in a time of economic uncertainty and a lack of modern 

luxuries.  The silent generation is characterized by a strong work ethic, discipline, uphold-

ing of values, gratitude, and an appreciation for the “simplicities” in life.  Generally, we 

did not work to create attention or make a noise in protests, but rather focused on working 

silently to achieve goals and sustain living conditions. 

Commonly referred to as traditionalists, my generation for the most part remains well re-

spected. The sense of endearment, struggle, and efforts to avoid waste are significantly 

different from the excessive and luxury expenditure of later generations. 

Living in a 4-generation household is, to say the very least, an interesting and quite invig-

orating time of life.  In addition to my Silent/Traditionalist status, we are Baby Boomers, 

Generation X, Millennials and little Jake is part of the latest generation being dubbed Gen 

Alphas. 

Interestingly enough, this is pretty indicative of the world we live in today.  We are a 

mixed group, to say the least, with a very broad understanding and practice of right and 

wrong, good and evil.  How in the world do we live in community with those we have 

basic differences with? How do we accomplish peace and reestablish order in a disordered 

society?  My brothers and sisters, this will be brought about only on our knees.  For many 

centuries God has called us through the words of King Solomon to get things right.  This 

message is even more urgent today: 

2 Chronicles 7:14 NIV 
14 If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will for-

give their sin and will heal their land. 

That’s you and me, my dear friends.  Please join me on our knees as we seek God’s heal-

ing for our land. 

Blessings, 

Barbara 



GREETINGS FROM UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
As I write this we are in the middle of the last day of May.  Tomorrow will 
be June, a brand new month that will just be 4 ½ weeks long.  That’s not 
long is it?  In two weeks we can say we are literally in the middle of the 
year 2020.  I say all this to emphasize just how quickly time actually does 
pass, in case you hadn’t noticed!  We have so much to accomplish, and we 
must take advantage of all the opportune moments that we are presented 
with. 
 
It is my fervent hope that we are able to have a June meeting for our UMW 
unit at Pleasant View.  We will just have to think out of the box a bit.  Us-
ing the picnic shelter is doable, we can spread out in the fresh early even-
ing air, and we can get down to some much overdue business and try to 
get back on track.  The meeting will not be the first Tuesday, as we usually 
do.  For this one time we will meet on Tuesday, June 16, at 6:30 pm.  
Wear your masks, even gloves if you are so inclined, and we will keep our 
distances from one another.  What we will do is the Lord’s work and make 
sure we are all on the same page as we hit the half way mark for 2020.  
This meeting is tentative, things can change quickly, and I will get the 
word out as soon as we know we can do this.   
 
Cathy Swindall has asked that if you choose to continue making your 
pledge and contributions for the group, you can mail them directly to her.  
You may want to plan to attend our June meeting and bring it with you at 
that time.  I am making this reminder in order to prevent having a large 
amount due at one time in the last month or two of the year.   
 
Our cookbook planning is right on track!  We are doing great with the reci-
pe offerings and our little ad hoc committee (Kathy T, Jeannette, and my-
self) are on top of things.  Kathy is doing so much of the hard work of typ-
ing and organizing, but we will have a cookbook for the ages when we are 
done!  Continue to send them in.  Kathy sent a printable form out a couple 
of weeks ago for your use, and ALL members of the church are asked 
to contribute if you have a favorite recipe you’d like to share.  This is a 
church-wide operation, not just for UMW members.  This is a United Meth-
odist Women’s fundraiser, but it is inclusive for all.  We are needing to 
have this completed and ready for the printer in September.  I know that 
seems like a long way off, but it is not. 
 
The 6th chapter of Matthew, verse 34 reminds us not to worry about to-
morrow.  (TLB) Don’t be anxious for tomorrow.  God will take care of your 
tomorrow too.  Live one day at a time.  I believe that.  I also believe that 
we must lay the foundation for tomorrow’s work to be successful.  That is 
what UMW is doing.  We must not take our eye off the target. 
 
Jeannene Thompson 
Pres. PVUMC/UMW unit 
 



Music News 
We are looking forward to the time when we can gather together in person 

and the music department is making plans for how best to resume in the 

near future.  Please keep submitting any hymn suggestions for our Tues-

day and Thursday Hymn program on Pleasant View United Methodist 

Church’s Facebook page, contact the church office at 628-6323 or email 

Kathy at churchoffice@pleasantviewumc.com. 

Matt Frederick 

 

 

Items Needed for Food Pantry for June 
Corn (15 1/4 oz. can) 

Sweet Peas (15 oz. can) 

 

Meeting on In-Person Worship 
To members of Church Council, Board of Trustees and interested mem-

bers of Pleasant View: 

This Thursday, June 4th, at 7 pm in the Family Life Center we will meet to 

go over and discuss the steps needed to be taken before we can open for in

-person worship.  There is a guideline booklet that the Holston Conference 

Covid Task Force has come up for all churches.  If you plan on attending 

please email Kathy at churchoffice@pleasantviewumc.com or call at 628-

6323.  We need a head count. Also you will need to wear a mask. 










