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From My Perspective 

 

I am slowly savoring them. One-by-one, I am eating the last of 
the tomatoes for 2021.  The big ones, of course, are already gone, 
but I have been fortunate enough to receive the last batch of cher-
ry tomatoes and grape tomatoes supplied by a generous donor.  I 
know this is it for the year, because the plants have now been 
plowed under.  Soon, I will be eating those genetically-
engineered tomatoes that taste nothing like those grown in Appa-
lachian dirt.  Everything has its season.  Tomato season is over. 
 
I look across the street at my neighbor’s beautiful maple trees. 
One is a beautiful red, while the other is a vivid orange.  These 
must be enjoyed at the right moment, because soon, winds will 
blow through that will take the leaves off the trees, and soon, all I 
will see is dormant trees that seem lifeless and colorless. Every-
thing has its season, and the leaves have peaked for this year. 
 
Timing.  We all understand the rhythm of life. We know what 
each of the seasons bring.  I have a deep appreciation for all four 
seasons, and love to see the changes, yet the predictability, of 
each season. I love Independence Day cookouts.  I love family 
dinners at Thanksgiving. I get all excited about Memorial Day 
gatherings and the promise they bring of a long, lazy Summer.  
And Christmas? Well, I approach Christmas with the enthusiasm 
of a second-grader! 
 
Change comes.  We can curse it, we can deny it, we can blame 
forces outside ourselves.  Still, change comes.  The happiest peo-
ple I know embrace change.  They talk about enjoying long walks 
on a cold, windy day.  They talk about how good a glass of lem-
onade tastes in July.  They talk with excitement about the coming 
Spring.  And they realize that things around us will always be 
changing. 
 
One of the things that keeps us grounded in spite of change is our 
relationship with Jesus.  When we spend time with Him and learn 
to follow Him, all the chances and changes of life don’t seem 
quite so overwhelming.  We work together at Pleasant View to 
deepen our relationship with Jesus. We hold each other tight 
when changes overwhelm, and we celebrate together when good 
things come our way. 
 
See you Sunday. What we do here matters. 
Dale 



  

From the Second Chair 
 
 

 

Blessings, 

Barbara 
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  How to Pack A Shoebox Gift for Operation Christmas Child 

 Affix the label from the brochure designating Boy or Girl and the age range to the top of the box.   
Please tape completely over the label so it will be secure.   

Start with a “Wow” toy such as a doll, ball, or stuffed animal; then fill the box with other fun things, 
school supplies, and hygiene items.  Remove all packaging in order to make more room in the box and 
help with the problem of disposing the trash in many villages.  Water guns may be packed if they are 
brightly colored – not black or camouflage.  You may pack Band-Aids, but make sure they are not 
medicated.  Please do not use boot-sized shoeboxes or try to overstuff your box.   

 DO NOT INCLUDE candy, food, toothpaste, used or breakable items, war-related items, seeds, medi-
cine, liquid or aerosol items. New this year – no camouflage clothing or Harry Potter items will be 
accepted.  Please do secure the lid with a rubber band or two when you finish. You are encouraged 
to send a brief note or card, along with a picture of yourself or your family.   If you include your ad-
dress, you may receive a thank you note!  Remember to pray for the child who will receive your gift! 

 Your $9 donation covers shipping and processing as well as the Gospel story which will be enclosed by 
Samaritan’s Purse.  It also helps to train teachers in local churches to lead future discipleship pro-
grams.   Remember to place your donation in the postage paid envelop in your brochure and drop it in 
the mail, or you may choose to donate the $9 and discover the destination of your shoebox gift  by 
visiting “Follow Your Box” at samaritanspurse.org/occ. 

Return your filled and labeled shoebox secured with a rubber band, no later than November 21 either to 
the little Christmas tree or the manger scene near the front of the sanctuary. 

Needing a Hostess Gift for Thanksgiving or a Christmas Gift? 

 

Our United Methodist Women have a marvelous cookbook “Taste of 

Heaven” for sale for $20 a book and cookbook stand. 

Come to the church office and pick you up one or see their President, 

Cathy Swindall, and she will help you! 

 

Food Items Needed for our Food Pantry for November 

Spaghetti Sauce-24 oz. can or jar           Thin Spaghetti-8 oz. box 
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