
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Most of you know that my Friday Night hobby 
this time of the year is officiating high school 
football. COVID-19 has taken that away. 
There’s no football in Virginia in 2020. So, I’m 
getting to see what Friday night without football 
looks like. Right now, it just seems like part of 
the rhythm of my life has been disturbed. 
 
I remember standing on the field last November, 
working a hard-fought football game. It was a 
playoff game. The end of the game was fast-
approaching. The score was close. The roar of 
the crowd was deafening. The players were 
fighting for every inch of ground on that field. It 
was one of my most exciting moments on the 
football field. 
 
I miss it.  
 
This past Friday, I was invited to join a Tennes-
see football crew as they opened their season. 
Through the miracle of technology, I was in the 
locker room with those guys.  
 
 
 

I prayed with them before they headed out to the 
field. For one brief moment, I felt like I was 
there. Those guys have no idea how much it 
meant to me to be included, if only for a few 
minutes. 
 
In this different world, people are missing things 
that have been important parts of their lives for 
years. Our elderly folks have, understandably, 
had to be extra-vigilant about getting out and 
doing things. I suspect that many of them have 
had to miss birthdays, anniversaries, and holi-
day gatherings. They would love to hear from 
you. They would love to know that they are still 
important to you. They would love to be with 
you, even if it’s by phone or computer, or may-
be even a window visit. Let them know you 
miss them. They miss you, too. 
 
See you soon. What we do here matters. 
 
Dale 
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F R O M  T H E  S E C O N D  C H A I R  

 

 

A friend asked me recently, “When was the last time you did something for the first time?”  I 

think maybe that’s like being asked, “When was the last time you took a look at your Bucket 

List and made a conscious decision to act on it?”  While there are some things I’ve done that 

definitely were not on my bucket list, like ziplining the nation’s longest and highest zipline,          

traveling alone for the first time and many times since, and becoming a woman pastor, there are 

many things left that I definitely do want to do before someone stands over me and says, 

“Doesn’t she look natural?  Who’d a thought she’d die like that – bungee jumping off the New 

River Gorge bridge!!” 

There is a major decision I now make for my life and that is to choose FREEDOM.  By saying 

that, I choose the freedom to live without fear:  fear of past failures, fear of what people think, 

fear of the future, fear of the past.  I choose freedom from self-imposed guilt or the guilt others 

would try to pile on me.  While trying something new and different has not been one of the            

paralyzing fears I’ve battled in the past, standing firm and refusing to give into panic and fear in 

the face of this current dilemma called COVID-19 is what I’m choosing.  I will not be paralyzed 

by fear. 

 I love the opening lines of one of my favorite old movies (The Bucket List,): “Edward Kerman 

Cole died in May.  It was a Sunday afternoon, and there wasn’t a cloud in the sky.  It’s difficult to 

understand the sum of a person’s life.  Some people will tell you it’s measured by the ones left be-

hind; some believe it can be measured in faith; some say by love.  Other folks say life has no 

meaning at all.  Me – I believe that you measure yourself by the people who measure them-

selves by you.  What I can tell you for sure is that, by any measure, Edward Cole lived more in his 

last days on earth than most people manage to wring out of a lifetime.  I know that when he died, 

his eyes were closed and his heart wide open.”  That my dear friends, is how I want to live – with 

my heart wide open and my mind settled on the fact that I can go to bed at night having no idea 

what tomorrow might hold yet knowing all the while that God is in control.  I can know that 

when I close my eyes in sleep, I can hear my Father say, “Sleep well, little girl.  We can do this!”  

and I can sleep in total FREEDOM. 

Blessings, 

Barbara 



 

***Preschool Wooden Chairs for Sale*** 
This year, the preschool has been blessed to order 2 new tables and all new chairs (24) 
for our classroom. These will be made of plastic and able to be cleaned easier while 
providing the same durability for our preschool children for many years to come.  
 
While we have loved these durable wooden chairs, they have served their purpose for 
us for many years and now you can have to opportunity to purchase one for $25.00 a 
chair. We are using this as a substitute fall fundraiser since all our previous fundraisers 
will now be postponed due to COVID-19 restrictions this year. Each chair is $25.00 
and made of solid oak. What a great deal, this same style of chair sells for double this 
price on eBay.  
 
We have 24 chairs, that are 23 inches tall with the seat at 12 inches, for sale with a few 
already sold. If you are interested in purchasing one, please contact Nicole Meadows, 
Preschool Director, at 423-794-8467 or Kathy Trask in the church office. These will be 
sold on a first come first serve basis. Grab yours before they are all gone. As always, 
we thank you for your continued support of our preschool.  
 
We are taking names currently but we need to keep the chairs until the new ones arrive 
and are placed in the classroom. 
 
-Pleasant View Preschool- 

September Food Pantry Needs 
 
Tuna 5 oz. can 
 
Treet/Spam 12 oz. can 
 

On October 11, 1970  
the Preschool opened.  
Happy 50th Birthday to the  
Preschool. 



 

 
September Greetings from United Methodist Women 
 
 

You’ve heard the expression, “Third time’s charmed,” right?  That can apply to 
our upcoming UMW meeting for Tuesday, September 1st.  We had our last regu-
larly scheduled meeting with no COVID issues the first Tuesday of March.  
Seems like a long time ago, and in some respects it is.  There was no meeting 
in April, no meeting in May.  We were able to meet in June, and had hopes at 
that time we would be able to meet in July.  That didn’t happen, nor did it hap-
pen in August.  So here we are, almost 3 months from the last meeting, which 
was three months from the one prior to it!  Third time is the charm????? 
 
We are continuing with our Cancer Center(s) snack ministry, as well as the pa-
per products for other mission focus without a hitch.  We just need for you to 
bring them in.  And don’t forget the cookbooks we are putting together and 
hoping will be ready before Christmas.  We are already receiving orders from 
several who want to be sure to get a copy, so let us know if you are interested 
in that.  We are running out of time, as our original plan was to have the book 
printed in September.  If you haven’t turned in a recipe, or several, please do so 
soon.  We want your recipes included! 
 

A big Thank You to Jeannette Sanders for her attention to  
the card ministry.  I know she signs the cards for the  
college kids, for the veterans, for the shut-ins with UMW,  
but in actuality she is the one who is doing this important  
work.  You are an integral part of this unit, and what you  
do Is so appreciated Jeannette.  I’ve said before, it does  
indeed take a village.   
 
We hope to see you Tuesday evening, September 1st at  
6:30 PM in the Family Life Center.  If you’ve never been,  
just come through the kitchen door after parking on the  
Presbyterian Church side of the building.  Wear your masks…. 
make a fashion statement if you’d like, and join us! 
 
-Jeannene Thompson 

 
 

The Music Department is excited to begin to invite the 
Bell Choir back for rehearsals in the month of Septem-
ber.   
 
We anticipate that singing indoors will continue to not 
be feasible so we will continue to develop creative mu-
sical opportunities while promoting proper social dis-
tancing and personal safety. 
 
Matt Frederick 



 



 



 



 



 

 

Barbara  
invites The Joy Group 
and others to… 
 
 
my place on the New River on your way to Galax on 
Saturday, September 12.  We will meet at the church and caravan to my place at 
10:30 am.  (The bus and van will not be used that day.) 
 
The JOY Group will provide hot dogs and drinks.  Please bring a side dish of your 
choice and your lawn chairs. 
 
Please contact Shirley Turner to let her know you are going.  We are needing a 
head count for hot dogs and drinks. 
 
Shirley’s home number is 276-628-5464 and her cell number is 276-698-4620. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
FYI:  we will be collecting shoeboxes for Operation Christ-
mas Child in November. 



 

Preschool News 

Units of Study: 
 

Week 1: Welcome to School 
 
Week 2: Manners/Classroom rules 
 
Week 3:  Apples 
 
Week 4: Colors (recognition, primary, 
secondary, mixing, etc.) 
 

Nursery Rhyme: 
 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Reminders: 
• Sign-up for a snack day (should on-

ly average around once every 3 
weeks).  This can be found on the 
red parent information board     
located in the hallway of the      
Preschool. 

• Please us on Facebook.     
Pleasant View UMC/Preschool 

• Remind App Code: Text this #81010 
w/@nmeado 

 

Contact info: 
Preschool Director-Nicole 
Meadows (423) 794-8467 
 
Pleasant View Church 
Office/Preschool # 
(276) 628-6323 

Birthdays: 
9/2 - Kennedy 
9/7 - Stella 
9/22 - Ms. Deel 

Important Dates: 
9/9– Orientation @10 am 
9/11 - 1st full day of school 
Drop off b/w 9:20-9:30 in 
the car rider line by the 
Narthex 
9/25– School pictures at 
9:30 am with Carla Funk 
9/25– T-shirt order forms 
due 
9/25– Book Orders Due 


